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Organizational Profile
Founded in 1995 by a group of recent college graduates, Education First is a nonprofit 
organization that provides college scholarships to low income youth. The founders 
of Education First believe that higher education can assist in breaking generational 
poverty. To promote our mission, we provide both financial and mentoring support 
to students. Education First targets students who have overcome significant life 
challenges and are seldom recognized for their achievements.
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Volunteers

Historical Highlights
 Past & Present 2009 1995
 Program Results
 Number of participating schools 18 9
 Number of applicants 171 56
 Percent of applicants interviewed 37% 25%
 Scholarships awarded to date $386,000 $3,000
 Number of volunteers 68 11
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Executive Director’s Letter
In 2009, Education First received over a 170 scholarship applications from 
graduating seniors. Our scholarships continue to be some of the largest 
available and the opportunity they provide to students is lasting. The volun-
teers in six regions interviewed 63 students and ultimately granted $90,000 
in scholarships to six remarkable high-school seniors. We anxiously look  
forward to watching these students grow and succeed in college and beyond.

An objective of the past year was to infuse new volunteers into the  
organization. We have been successful in our efforts by adding new  
volunteers in each of the six regions. With the increased volunteers,  
we plan to organize more local fundraising events, create new corporate 
donor relationships, and expand our reach in the Fall Letter Campaign.

The success of the upcoming fundraising season is important for us to 
maintain our top scholarships in the marketplace. We have actively been 
pursuing new corporate donors and grants, but many corporations have yet 
to restore their commitment to non-profit giving. As we approach the 2010 
Fall Letter Campaign, we hope you will show support for Education First and 
help us continue to serve as a catalyst for remarkable graduating seniors.

 
Sincerely, 

 
Nathan D. Smith 
Executive Director
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Education First is dedicated to providing  

need-based college scholarships to exceptional  

seniors attending high schools with historically  

low percentages of college applicants.

By rewarding students with strength of character,  

a commitment to learning, and a vision for their 

future, our aim is to invest in individuals who will 

positively affect their communities. 

Statement of Financial Position 12/31/09 12/31/08
Assets
 Cash, savings and investments $143,445 $202,986
 Pledges Receivable 10,976 21,971
Total Assets $154,421 $224,957

Liabilities
 Scholarships Payable $83,000 $134,004
Net Assets
 Unrestricted 71,421 90,953
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $154,421 $224,957

Statement of Activities 2009 2008
Support & Revenue
 Contributions and Grants $57,499 $79,657
 Interest and D ividends 248 3,714
 Other 0 0
Total Support and Revenue $57,747 $83,371

Expenses
 Program $117,375 $88,318
 Fundraising 7,139 9,610
 Administrative 3,770 880
Total Expenses $128,284 $98,808
Surplus (deficit) ($70,537) ($15,437)
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Our 2009 Scholarship Recipients ($10,000)
  Seattle 
  Brittany Green 
  Rainier Beach High School 
  

 “ In my spare time, I am a tutor and enjoy teaching others to read.  
  I also serve as a local fundraising volunteer for local food actions in 
  Seattle and have been holding down a part time to job to pay for 
  college. I will be attending Lincoln University and plan to study  
  law with a focus in the civil arena.”

 
  Portland 
  Alexandria Washington 
  Jefferson High School 
  

 “ Early on, I had to become very self-reliant emotionally and mate 
  rially to ensure success at school. I’ve work hard from a young age  
  to overcome this adversity, do well in school, and work to not only 
  support myself, but to help my siblings, while also finding time to 
  participate in and serve my community. I will be the first to attend 
  college in my family.”

 
  San Francisco 
  Anqi Ran 
  Balboa High School 
  

 “ After coming to the US, I realized there are plenty of people who 
  are compassionate, but never put it into action. Thus, instead of 
  saying, ’someone’ needs to get it done, I stepped up. I became the 
  President of the Red Cross Club to help senior citizens. Being a first 
  generation college student will be tough, but receiving a college 
  education will help me fulfill my goal of becoming a CPA.”

 
  Los Angeles 
  Rosalinda Garcia 
  Manual Arts High School 
  

 “ With a college education I hope to change the lack of community 
  involvement from the Latin American community. My personal  
  involvement in the Salvadoran and American Leadership and  
  Education Fund, is a step towards that goal. I enjoy this activity 
  because it helps we grow leadership skills and makes me a  
  more responsible student, as role model for others.”

  Denver 
  Robert Ortega  
  North Senior High School 
  

 “ Seven years ago I had promised my grandmother that I would  
  pursue a higher education. Although she has now passed away 
  she has motivated me to not only graduate from high school,  
  but go to college. I aspire to motivate youth to see that education 
  is the true key to success and through hard work, anything is  
  possible. It was once said, ‘to get ahead is to get started’ and  
  college is my starting point.”

 
  Austin 
   David Johnston 
  Reagan High School 
  

 “  I am a leader. I have the power to influence friends and peers. 
  Even this year, I have influenced many of my peers to obtain a  
  post secondary education by my actions and encouraging words.  
  No one in my family has gone to college, so I want to be the role 
  model that my younger brothers look up to.”

Honorable Mention Award Scholarships ($5,000) 

Donation Matches
Genworth Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Visa GivingStation 
In-Kind Contributions
Debbie Abbott
Avner Aharoni and Merav Barr
Tania Andersen
Pete and Lily Armstrong
Tatyana Basova
Todd and Stacie Baumeister
Bobbi Baumgartner
David and Kathy Berberian
Molly Blake
Blindside Tattoo Studio
Joe and Maureen Brotherton
Christopher and Denise Bryan
Buca Di Beppo’s
Al and Julie Buckingham
Cactus Restaurant - Alki
Cakebread Cellars
California Academy of Sciences
Canlis Restaurant
Terrie Cordord
Crowne Plaza Hotel - Seattle
Curves
Dogadillo
Faraday's Kitchen Store
Fiesta Market
Fitness 19
Freddie’s Place
Ajay Gopalan
Kerri Grover
Harpers Hair Studio
John and Sheila Heidmiller
Leslie Hepner
Susie Hepner
Wade and Xin Jing Houser
Hudson’s on the Bend Restaurant
Lauren and Tina Jensen
Todd Kutzke
Lake Chelan Winery
Ric Lomibao
K.E. Love
Margaret Love
Hector & Mickey Lozano
Donald Lu
Madra’s Pavillion
Marriott SpringHill Suites – Seattle
Brooke Maudlin
Daryll McDade & Trish Stouffer
Jeff & Amy Miller
Mirada Nails and Spa
Bill and Carol Mozley
Dale Nabeta

Opal Divine’s
Pacific Northwest Ballet
Pacific Science Center
Sarah Palmer
Pappasito’s Grill
Tony and Ann Peacock
Steven and Vickie Penna
Eric Power
Quiltworks Northwest
Red Lion Hotel on Fifth Avenue
Red Lion Hotels Corporation
Jeannine Regalia
Jonnie Richardson
Round Rock Express
School of Acrobatics & New Circus Arts
Joanna Schwering and
John and Betty Schwering
Brett Schwering
Seattle Marriott Waterfront
Spa at the Lake
Sports Basement
St. Supery
Steiner Ranch Steakhouse
Ethan and Angela Stowell
Aaron Suoja
Super Jockn Jill
Ajantha Suriyanarayanan
Taco Deli
The Bar Method
The Hills of Lakeway
Tsillan Cellars Winery
Twin Creeks Country Club
Underground Tours
WA Beer Commission
Gordon and Kathy Watanabe
Whatcom Tourism
Wilridge Winery
Don and Marylynne Zwiebel 
We recognize the following 
organizations & individuals 
whose services keep our  
adminstrative expenses low.
Anh Le, LLC.
Alki Mail & Dispatch
Documart Printing
Chase
eFax
MadFish
Marriott 
Network for Good
skydrive.com

Our 2009 Donors
Sponsors (above $1,000)
Avner Aharoni and Merav Barr
Todd and Stacie Baumeister
Big Friends Network
Christopher and Denise Bryan
Colella Family Charitable Fund
Deloitte - Portland
Curt Humes
Pinkerton Foundation
Portland Metro Toyota Dealers Assoc.
Nathan and Alissa Smith
Rick Stover and Tyson Nevil
The Adam J. Weissman Foundation
Doctorates ($500 - $999)
Andrew and Tricia Enfield
Loftus and Lea Fitzwater
Wayne and Pamela Fuelling
Catherine Gleason
Health Strategies Group
Paul Jones
James Nicholas
Purnima Renjen
Ajantha Suriyanarayanan
Drew and Kathryn Zwiebel
Masters ($250 - $499)
Amy and Frank Abeling
Bishop-Brogden Associates, Inc.
Keith and Sarah Carrato
Chuck Farrell
Laura Faust
Jaimie Jacobsen
Steve and Jackie Kostiuk
Christy La Pierre
David Massey
Louis Milard
Khang Nguten
Russell and Lisa Patterson
Chris and Christy Sanchez
Bobbi Sanchez and Paul Glauthier
Ralph Spinelli
Washington Mutual
Susan Weber
Bachelors ($100 - $249)
Mike and Brenda Adams
Angie Andersen
Anonymous
Kurt and Marianne Beers
Ryan Bermudez & Kathryn Dominguez
Gary Bezer and Lise Fleury
Bob Blodgett and Jeff Hudson
Paul and Lois Boyer
Angela Chen
Jim and Jerre Coleman
Tony and Susie Esparza
Elizabeth Flett

Gallop Dentistry
Steve Gerow and Nancy Fees
John and Sara Gorman
James Gorman
Steve and Marilyn Griffitts
Lee and Penny Grund
Mark Hagenbaugh
Todd Hinnen and Pam Lakari
Phyllis Jasmin
Paul and Joyce Kirkland
Natalie Lacuesta Byrum
Sandy Mattice
Pepper McCulloch
Brian McNeil
Jen and Doug Milnes
Elizabeth Mitchell
Susie Moceri
Emily and Mike Moloughney
Rich and MaryAnn Moore
Megan Palm
Anthony Patterson
Matthew Perdue and Tracy Rydel
Bruce Prince
Doug and Susan Regalia
Gwen Regalia
Ted and Tiffany Regan
Josh and Lauren Reitsema
Catherine Rogers
Amanda Rosenthal
Will Sanchez, Jr.
Jessica Sanchez
Gabriel and Anna Sanchez
Hugh and Kim Slee
Larry and Judy Strah
Kevin and Cathy Sullivan
Sharrylynne Thomas
Sabine Thomas
Bill and Lorie Thomas
Kevin Tsuchida
Margaret and Richard Wilhoit 
Associates & Students ($10 - $99)
Diane Albert
Joanna Andersen
Anh Le LLC
Bob and Carla Austin
Dan and Carrie Belcher
Amir Kayvon Bina
Paul and Carolyn Biondi
Jose Bulnes
Dave Bunker
Wayne and Laurie Carmichael
Susie Cassels and Mike Jaeger
Chris Coleman
Cristina Davis
Mark de Kanter & Kathleen Devaney

H. LuAnn Derr
Chris DiPietro
Royce and Lynne Eckard
Stuart Estabrook
Tom Estabrook
Gwen and Bill Evans
Bill and Cindy Firkus
Alex Ford
Fran Fry
Smith Glover
Sara Gray
Susanne Hartsock
Tim and Sarah Heston
Darlene and Bill Hobie
Jeff Hoffman
Craig and Elizabeth Hudson
Stephen and Carolyn Hunter
Nick Hurliman
Parry and Feenie Hurliman
John and Bonnie Hutchinson
Dave and Carolyn Jarschke
Jonathan Knorr
Liza Kuerth
Tim Kung
Ida Letourneau
Midge and Richard Levy
Gloria Liu
Esther Loanzon
George Manor III
Jason Manstof
Holly and Michael Masters
Charity McCollum
Mitzi McKelvy
Cross and Dorothy Moceri
Michelle and Chris Olson
Gary and Gayle Palm
Katherine Parrish
PCC Natural Markets
Kim and Tom Pearson
Steven and Vickie Penna
Charles Piandes
Mike and Denise Plantenberg
Margaret Reynolds
Jessica Sandoval
Ellen and Charles Seymour
Pavitra Shankar
Daryl and Debbie Smith
Jason and Francine Smith
Scott and Sara Spencer
Barb Tabisaura
Christine and Dennis Taylor
Dinesh Thirupuvanam & Arul Velan
Jim and Sherry Wells
Jamie and Jarrett Winter
Timothy and Nancy Woodland

Seattle 
Travonna Wiley 
Rainier Beach High School

Portland 
Taylor Maher 
Marshall High School

San Francisco  
Besarion Khidesheli 
Mission High School

Los Angeles 
Josue Alvarez 
Manual Arts High School

Denver 
Alicia Griffin 
Jefferson High School

Austin 
Isata Konneh 
Eastside Memorial

Past Scholars — Where are they now?

“ The Education First Scholarship made possible my acceptance at the University 
  of California Los Angeles. Winning the scholarship provided me with inspiration 
  and confidence to apply to universities and thus make my dream of completing 
  a college education come true. I am grateful to Education First for having  
  provided me with financial assistance and with the confidence to  
  continue my education. ” 
  — Sayra Escobedo, '07 Winner (Jefferson High School, Los Angeles)


